Dear Parent/Guardian

This is an exciting time for your son/daughter as they progress into Key Stage 4 to begin
studies for the public examinations which will be their stepping stones into the world of
work and further education.

It is important therefore that the choices they make are the right ones. This booklet is
designed to help our students make good decisions about the subjects they will study in
Years 10 and 11.

It is of particular importance this year as it outlines some changes that we have made to
our Key Stage 4 (Year 10 and 11) curriculum which will help students get the correct
balance for themselves in terms of the appropriate level of course, the right numbers of
gualifications and most importantly ways of learning which suit them best.

For the third year running we have created learning pathways which consist of specific
combinations of subjects.

For example, those students who excel at Science are able to follow firhe GCSE
Learning Science Pat h wa y ¢contaihsi an ¢ption for the study of separate Sciences
(Biology, Physics and Chemistry); or those students who are passionate about Art or
Design can follow the fPortfolio Learning Art and Design Pathwayo and gain the
equivalent of 4 higher grade GCSE passes from a double award BTEC.

Significantly this year we are aiming to build and develop the success of the college
courses we offer to students and complement the vocational qualifications they study
with BTEC Work Skills, a course which builds attributes and knowledge essential to
success in the work place. This will be part of the Vocational Pathway and will suit
students who are considering vocational courses after KS4 or who are considering the
many Apprenticeships which are now available as part of the National Apprenticeship
Programme.

As a school we remain committed to providing choice and are doing so through the
pathway structure and also with a menu of subject options which are available in most
pathways. However, this year the choices will be offered in predetermined columns which
have been designed to give breadth of choice and as much flexibility as possible. By
doing this we hope we can achieve the aim of personalising the learning of our students.

By organising our curriculum this way we are establishing a structure which will offer
greater diversity of course and qualification and build continuity between them at Levels
1,2 and 3.

Please read the information, advice and guidance section before selecting your pathway
and the subjects within them.

Yours sincerely

i
\,D m//\/—@l?
\74
Mr D Brixey
Headteacher



The Angmering School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of its students and all staff support this commitment.
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** Choice subjects in bold are part of specific learning pathways. If you choose them
make sure you select/choose the correct number of subjects appropriate for the courses
for that pathway.

Business Studies and ICT (CiDA) area also available as separate option subjects and do
not have to be done as part of the GCSE ICT and Business Studies Learning Pathway.
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SOME QUESTIONS STUDENTS ASK t\(@

Where Do | Start? ‘

First of al I, donot pani c! | f yc-"\ 1 you
decisions and are more likely to make a mistake and regret your choices.

Take your time. Information, advice and guidance are available in school and at home.
e Study the O6GCSE Deci si ons .Grtethidkavhabthipr i nt e
means for you, what you need to do and when you need to finalise your decisions.
e Draw up a plan for yourself which sets out what you need to do, how you will do it
and fix a date for when you expect to have completed your choices.

Use this book. It is written to help you and most of the relevant information that you will
need is contained within.

Why Do | Have To Choose?

The GCSE courses in Years 10 and 11 need to be studied in more detail than the
courses you are currently following and this takes more time. Therefore you will need to
study fewer subjects and spend more time on some of them.

Which Subjects Will Everyone Study?

The list below shows the subjects that everyone will study as laid down by the National
Curriculum and we are obliged to ensure that all students take them. These are the core
subjects.

English

Mathematics

Science

Physical Education

Citizenship and Religious Studies

Are There Any Combinations Of Subjects | Cannot Choose?

1. If you choose the Portfolio Learning Art and Design Pathway you cannot also
choose GCSE Art from the options.

2. If you choose the Vocational Pathway you take BTEC Work Skills or ASDAN and
you cannot choose other subjects.

3. If you are taking the GCSE Learning ICT and Business Studies you cannot also
choose GCSE IT or Business Studies from the options.

4. You can only do one of the subjects entitled Design and Technology.

. Food Technology
« Graphic Products
« Product Design

. Systems Control
. Textiles



Can | Change My Mind Later?

The subjects you choose are for the next two years. We expect everyone to complete
courses once they have decided on them. Therefore, it is very important that the right
choice is made at the outset. As a result we ask you to spend quite a long time
considering your decisions. It is only in exceptional circumstances that students are
permitted to change their courses once they have begun in September.

Whom Can | Ask For Advice?

There are a number of people to whom you can talk about your decisions:

. Parents

. Friends

« Group Tutor
. Teachers

. Specialist course providers

« Studentsin Years 10 and 11

« School Careers Staff: Mr Bradbury

« Connexions Adviser: Alison Honeywood
« Year Team Leader: Mr Lury

. The Headship Team

You will need to listen to advice carefully and then be prepared to make up your own
mind about what the best decision is for you.

How Should | Choose?
To make a good decision you need to take into account your:

. level of achievement in your current courses
. potential in each subject

. interests

. career plans

Not for the following reasons:

e Your friends are taking it
e You like your teacher in Year 9 (it might not be the same one in Year 10 and 11)

What If | Am Not Any Good At Exams?

A lot of courses like GCSEs have end of course exams and are also assessed on the
work carried out during the course.

This is because we recognise that some students need to be able to show their ability
outside the examination room.

There are also some courses which have no exams at the end such as BTECs which are
assessed on the work in your portfolio during the course. If you like the idea of these
courses then you should look at the Portfolio Learning Pathways.
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Will  Have To Do More Homework And Independent Study?

Yes. You will have to spend more time on homework for each subject as the courses
you are following involve more independent study. Remember, though, you will have
fewer subjects to study.

Will I Definitely Have All The Subjects | Ask For?

The majority of students will be allocated the courses they have chosen. However, each
year changes do need to be made. This affects some students and we will do everything
we can to offer the selection you make. Some subjects might fill up quickly. Make sure
you get your form in early to increase your chance of getting your first choice.

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING

Tutors and Year Team Leaders remain the key contacts for parents. However, during
Years 10 and 11 students may require additional support with aspects of their work, their
organisation, their emotional or social wellbeing or with managing their behaviour.

Students who have been at the school since Year 7 will have identified needs and there
will be plans in place to support them through Key Stage 4. For example, The Learning
Support Curriculum Area provides support and guidance for students who have a
Statement of Special Educational Needs or those on School Action Plus as well as
providing advice and resources for teachers managing the learning of students on School
Action. Where appropriate, there is a Multi-Agency Team working with the school
allowing us to access wider support for parents and students.

This Curriculum Area also manages the access arrangements for external examinations,
contacting exam boards regarding arrangements for students who require an extra time
allocation or other access arrangements.

We also support any student who has a temporary disability due to injury or illness. A
Care Plan is drawn up and special access and working arrangements are organised by
Curriculum Area staff enabling students to continue their learning, as effectively as
possible. Similarly, bereavement or other exceptional circumstances are reported to
exam boards to ensure that papers are marked with due consideration to the likely
impact.

The Student Support Assistants are available throughout the day to support students
who experience difficulties or are upset, feeling bullied or angry.

Where there appear to be ongoing issues the Tutor and Year Team Leader will be
contacted for additional support.

A great deal of support is planned for students who find the demands of writing, reading,
or managing coursework very difficult in these two critical years. The Learning Support
Team provides ongoing help, advice and guidance to staff or parents.
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Some students who appear to be at risk of underachievement may also be provided with
additional mentoring time from the wider tutoring team, on the advice of their Year Team
Leader.

Contact us: If a student is finding the demands of Year 10 or 11 difficult to cope with;
never wait to see if things will improve. Concerned parents should contact the Tutor or
Year Team Leader. Alternatively, the SENCO (Special Educational Needs Coordinator),
Mr Andrews is always happy to be approached on any learning or examination queries,
as is Mrs Meaney, the Inclusion Coordinator who works closely with the Multi-agency
Team and will provide emotional and social support or counselling.

Mr Smith, the Student Support Manager and his team are in daily contact with parents
and students as necessary and Mrs Jackson, The First Aid and Medical Coordinator is
ready to give advice on any medical issues, draw up Care Plans and support students
with longer-term conditions.

BUSINESS AND INDUSTRY LINKS

To prepare our students fully for adult and working life in a rapidly changing world, the
school has developed links with the local business community. These links are initiated
through a range of curriculum activities such as Enterprise days. Some subjects also
use partnerships with specific businesses and organisations to deliver their courses.

All students throughout Year 10 and Year 11 will have access to careers advice with a
Connexions Adviser in order for them to talk through the plans they have post GCSE in

l unchti men60 cdsresps i ons. Students who may need

choices will be invited to discuss them in a one-to-one careers interview.

WORK EXPERIENCE

The Angmering School has a strong tradition of work experience for students. Over
many years the school has established numerous contacts in a wide variety of areas of
employment. Students are also involved in further work experience and/or community
service in Years 12/13.

All our Y10 students are placed on work experience for one week towards the end of the
Summer Term. Further information is available from Mr Bradbury and Mrs Harrington.

Students following Young Apprentice or BTEC Courses will have help to organise
additional work experience placements as part of their course.




VOCATIONAL EDUCATION

This year we have grouped all our vocational courses into the Vocational Pathway.
These courses are designed to develop knowledge and skills through practical sessions
with a sound theoretical framework.

They provide progression routes into college or to Apprenticeships. The Apprenticeship
programme is undergoing considerable expansion. The majority of these courses are
delivered offsite by our partner schools and colleges on a Tuesday.

Partner providers include:

Northbrook College, Brinsbury College, The Littlehampton Academy,
Worthing High School, Durrington High School, Steyning School

To get on these courses students must meet the criteria, must show an interest in the
subject, be good attenders and should work well in a team. Students who opt for the
Vocational Pathway will study their vocational element e.g. construction and follow
complementary courses such as ASDAN or BTEC Work Skills, which will give them the
skills necessary to succeed in the workplace as well as skills and knowledge in their
chosen discipline. Students do not need to choose any other subjects as the pathway
provides an all-encompassing vocational curriculum offer.

VOCATIONAL COURSES
Young Apprentice

This is available in a number of disciplines:

Sport, Motor Vehicle Engineering, Aeronautical Engineering, Construction,
Hospitality and Catering, and Business and Administration:

These courses lead to the equivalent of four GCSEs at Grade C or above and a Young
Apprentice Certificate which is recognised nationally as a mark of readiness for
employment. To achieve these students complete a BTEC double award e.g.
Construction and do 50 days work experience. Sport is delivered at The Angmering
School whereas the others are provided by partner providers such as Northbrook
College.

Level 1 Vocational Courses

There are a range of Level 1 courses which lead to the equivalent of between 1 and 4
GCSEs at grades D-G. These include:

Hair and Beauty, Motor Vehicle Engineering, Construction, Catering
Animal Care, Horticulture, Conservation
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Hair and Beauty and Construction are described below as they are delivered in our
bespoke accommodation Skillzone comprising a professional beauty salon and
construction workshop which is funded through collaboration with The Littlehampton
Academy and Northbrook College and is situated in Littlehampton.

Construction

There are 7-10 places available for this course for young people who wish to develop
basic skills in carpentry, brick-laying and painting and decorating. This course is not
suitable for students who are predicted Cs or above at GCSE.

Hair and Beauty

There are 7-10 places available for this course for young people who wish to develop
skills in hair dressing and beauty therapies. This course leads to two separate NVQs.
Students who show aptitude may begin elements of higher level work in preparation for
post-16 courses.

For the full range of vocational courses check the prospectus of our partner providers or
talk to Mr Jobling, Miss Tisdall or Mr Bowles on the KS4 evening.

Entry Level Courses

These courses are available for anyone who may find GCSEs or BTECs too difficult. We
provide some in school and some are provided by our partner providers. Of particular
note is:

ASDAN

This course aims to give students progression in Key Skills to level 1, but if appropriate
can be tailored to give a level 1 or a level 2 qualification. Modules are accredited by
ASDAN and may be offered to students who are chosen for the NVQ level 1 courses and
some others for whom the full range of options may be too challenging. Places on these
courses will be offered also to students whose individual needs indicate that they would
be beneficial. A teacher will be present at the KS4 Curriculum Evening to give further
details.

SCIENCE PLUS T Entry level in Science

Some students will follow this science course. It is designed to meet the needs of a
selected, small, number of students. The placement of students on this course is
achieved through consultation with parents, science teachers and Miss Tisdall (Deputy
Headteacher). Students reaching a Silver or Gold award by the Christmas of Y11 will be
entered for a Single Core Science GCSE Exam (OCR Board).
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KS4 Engagement Programme

For students at risk of exclusion, or with serious difficulties accessing learning in school,
we may suggest they follow entry level courses available on the KS4 engagement
programme such as catering. These are not available as an option, but if your son or
daughter is struggling with school you could enquire of Miss Tisdall or Mr Jobling what
may be possible.

(-l

MAKING DECISIONS T GETTING STARTED

Every student will study towards GCSEs in English, Maths, Science and Physical
Education, Religious Studies and Citizenship. All students will also study and develop
their ICT skills over a range of subjects.

In addition you will be asked to choose other subjects. The number of courses you
choose will depend upon the pathway you select. Combinations of courses have been
placed in Apathwayso. This affects your
courses you will study.

6f

®

v,

Choose the pathway you wish to study and then as many options as that pathway
allows.

In choosing your pathway consider the subjects you like and how well you have done in
them. You should attempt to choose a pathway that matches your abilities.

On the following pages we have put together all the information we think might be useful
to you. Please ask as many questions as you wish until you are quite clear about the
subjects on offer and what they involve as well as what influence they might have on
your future career plans.

A small number of students will follow an individual programme. This will be done
through consultation with students and parents. This may well include a mix of college
courses and a modified timetable. LNC staff advise students with statements of SEN on
any modifications which may be appropriate to support their learning and provide access
to courses.

9
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Learning Pathways 1T which one is for you?

?

Vocational Pathway

Aimed particularly at students who enjoy learning by doing. The key feature of
this pathway is a college course such as Construction and a BTEC Work Skills
First Certficiate. It will allow for progression to a wide range of level 2 and 3
courses, but is particularly useful for students who wish to progress to
Apprenticeships or level 2 and 3 vocational courses such as level 3 BTEC
Sport and Leisure. Students can do this at either level 1 or 2.

Portfolio Learning Sport and Leisure Pathway

This pathway which has at its heart a Double BTEC (First Certificate) in Sport
and Leisure which leads to a Level 2 qualification worth 4 GCSEs. It is suitable
for students with an interest in sport and who would benefit from ongoing
assessment rather than final examinations. In terms of progression it can lead to
a BTEC Higher National Diploma (level 3) Sport and Leisure or the Level 3
Sports and Active Leisure Diploma which we will offer in the Sixth Form from
Sept 2010.

Portfolio Learning Art and Design Pathway

This pathway has at its heart a Double BTEC (First Certificate) in Art and Design
which is a level 2 qualification worth 4 GCSEs. It is suitable for students who
have an interest in Art or Design who may wish to gain a broader experience
than Art GCSE which is focused primarily on fine art. It progresses to a range of
level 3 courses including the BTEC Higher National Diploma Art and Design.

GCSE Learning i ICT and Business Pathway

This is a pathway for students who enjoy ICT and are interested in the world of
business. By taking both of these subjects they can get up to 4 GCSEs by
combining the CiDA (Digital Applications Award) and GCSE Business Studies.

GCSE Specialist Learning - Science Pathway

As a Science Specialist School we are committed to delivering triple Sciences
to our students. This pathway is ideal for students who excel at Science and
who will achieve Level 6 or more at the end of Key Stage 3 (Year 9).

GCSE Option Learning Pathway

This is a broad set of courses aimed at students who do not wish to
specialise at this stage and who are likely to enjoy and succeed in a wide
range of GCSEs.
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Vocational

Pathway i Level 1

English Language i
with English Literature
for some students

Mathematics

Single Award Science
or Science Plus

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

Level 1
Construction

BTEC Work Skills
Level 1 double or
single award

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs

equivalents:

e A range of courses aimed at
giving students opportunities to
work in practical ways

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

e 9 or 6 periods per fortnight leading to
1 GCSE or a Science Plus Award

e 5 periods per fortnight of statutory
Physical Education

e 2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies

¢ 10 periods per fortnight (2 days) of
practical learning at college.

» 10 periods per fortnight to complete

BTEC and/or ASDAN

o 7
e Minimum 9

Note: Place numbers
are limited
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Vocationa

Pathway
Level 2

English Language and
English Literature

Mathematics

Single Award Science

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

Young
Apprenticeship

BTEC Workskills
First Certificate

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs or
equivalents:

e A range of courses aimed at

giving students learning in
practical ways and extensive
experience of the world of work

7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

9 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

5 periods per fortnight of PE which
normally leads to 1 GCSE in
Physical Education

2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies

VVVVVY

10 periods per fortnight studying Construction, Aer
Engineering, Auto engineering, Sport, Business and
Admin and Hospitality and Catering with 50 days of
work placement over the duration of the course

10 periods per fortnight studying Level 2
BTEC WorkskKills.

e 7
e Minimum 11

VY

Note: Place

numbers are
\ limited
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Portfolio
Learning Sport

English Language and
English Literature

Mathematics

Dual Award Science

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

BTEC Sports
First Certificate

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs or
equivalents:

e A range of courses with the

emphasis on Sport as a medium
for learning

7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

9 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

5 periods per fortnight of Physical
Education leading to a GCSE

2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies which
normally lead to 2 half GCSEs

10 periods per fortnight studying
BTEC Sport leading to a level 2
qualification worth up to 4 GCSEs

5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE

of their choice

e 8
e Minimum 11

13
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Portfolio
Learning Art and

Design

English Language and
English Literature

Mathematics

Dual Award Science

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

BTEC Art and
Design First
Certificate

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs or

equivalents:

A range of courses with the
emphasis on Art and Design as a
medium for learning

7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

9 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

5 periods per fortnight of Physical
Education leading to a GCSE

2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies which
normally lead to 2 half GCSEs

10 periods per fortnight studying
BTEC Art & Design leading to a level
2 qualification worth up to 4 GCSEs

5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice. Do not choose
GCSE Art.

5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice. Do not choose
GCSE Art.

. 8
. Minimum 11

VVVVVVVVVY
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GCSE Learning i
ICT and Business
Studies

English Language i
with English Literature
for some students

Mathematics

Dual Award Science
or Science Plus

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

CIDA - Certificate in
Digital Applications and
GCSE Business Studies

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs or

equivalents:

e Arange of courses aimed at giving
students opportunities to pursue
gualifications relating to ICT and
Business Studies

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

e 9 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs or a Science Plus Award

e 5 periods per fortnight of statutory
Physical Education

e 2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies

10 periods per fortnight. By combining
these qualifications students can gain 4
GCSEs as opposed to 3 if they were
studied separately.

¢ 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice. Do not choose
GCSE IT or Business Studies.

e 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice. Do not choose GCSE
IT or Business Studies.

e 9
e Minimum 11

VVVVVVV VY
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GCSE Learning -

Science

English Language and
English Literature

Mathematics

Triple Award
Science

Physical Education

Citizenship and
Religious Studies

Number of courses:
Total GCSEs or
equivalents:

e A range of courses with the
emphasis on Science as a medium
for learning

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs

e 7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

e 14 periods per fortnight leading to 3
GCSEs

¢ 5 periods per fortnight of Physical
Education which normally lead to a
GCSE

e 2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
and Religious Studies leading to 2
half GCSEs

e 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

e 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

¢ 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

o 11

VVVVVVVVVY

Note: Need to achieve
Level 6 or more at
Science in Key Stage 3
(Year 9)
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GCSE O_ption e A range of courses with 4 GCSE
Learning Options

English Language and

English Literature e 7 periods per fortnight leading to 2
GCSEs
Mathematics e 7 periods per fortnight leading to a
single GCSE

Dual Award Science
e 9 periods per fortnight leading to 2

GCSEs

e 5 periods per fortnight of Physical

Physical Education Education which normally lead to a

GCSE
Citizenship and e 2 periods per fortnight of Citizenship
Religious Studies and Religious Studies leading to 2
half GCSEs

e 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

¢ 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

e 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

¢ 5 periods per fortnight to do a GCSE
of their choice

Number of courses: e 9
Total GCSEs: o 11

\;%j 17
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